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Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and colleges 
 
Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age and sex from primary to secondary 
stage and into colleges. It can also occur online. It can also occur through a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually 
harassing a single child or group of children. 
 
Children who are victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will likely find the experience stressful and distressing. 
This will, in all likelihood, adversely affect their educational attainment and will be exacerbated if the alleged 
perpetrator(s) attends the same school or college. Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a continuum and may 
overlap, they can occur online and face to face (both physically and verbally) and are never acceptable. 
 
It is essential that all victims are reassured that they are being taken seriously and that they will be supported and kept 
safe. A victim should never be given the impression that they are creating a problem by reporting sexual violence or sexual 
harassment. Nor should a victim ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report. Detailed advice is available in Part 
five of this guidance. 
 
Serious Violence 
 
There are a number of indicators, which may signal children are at risk from, or are involved with, serious violent crime.  
 
These may include: 
 

 increased absence from school 

 a change in friendships or relationships with older individuals or groups 

 a significant decline in performance 

 signs of self-harm or a significant change in wellbeing, or signs of assault or unexplained injuries 

 unexplained gifts or new possessions could also indicate that children have been approached by, or are involved with, 
individuals associated with criminal networks or gangs and may be at risk of criminal exploitation. 

 
The likelihood of involvement in serious violence may be increased by factors such as: 
 

 being male 

 having been frequently absent or permanently excluded from school 

 having experienced child maltreatment and having been involved in offending, such as theft or robbery. 
 
A fuller list of risk factors can be found in the Home Office’s Serious Violence Strategy. 
 
Professionals should also be aware that violence can often peak in the hours just before or just after school, when pupils 
are travelling to and from school. These times can be particularly risky for young people involved in serious violence. 
 
Advice for schools and colleges is provided in the Home Office’s Criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable adults: 
county lines guidance. The Youth Endowment Fund (YEF) Toolkit sets out the evidence for what works in preventing young 
people from becoming involved in violence. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serious-violence-strategy.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulnerable-adults-county-lines
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/toolkit/
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/toolkit/


 
Home Office funded Violence Reduction Units (VRU) operate in the 20 police force areas across England and Wales that 
have the highest volumes of serious violence, as measured by hospital admissions for injury with a sharp object. A list of 
these locations can be found here. As the strategic co-ordinators for local violence prevention, each VRU is mandated to 
include at least one local education representative within their Core Membership group, which is responsible for setting 
the direction for VRU activity. Schools and educational partners within these areas are encouraged to reach out to their 
local VRU, either directly or via their education Core Member, to better ingrain partnership working to tackle serious 
violence across local areas and ensure a joined up approach to young people across the risk spectrum. 
 
The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act will introduce early in 2023 a new duty on a range of specified authorities, 
such as the police, local government, youth offending teams, health and probation services, to work collaboratively, share 
data and information, and put in place plans to prevent and reduce serious violence within their local communities. 
Educational authorities and prisons/youth custody authorities will be under a separate duty to co-operate with core duty 
holders when asked, and there will be a requirement for the partnership to consult with all such institutions in their area. 
 
The Duty is not intended to replace or duplicate existing safeguarding duties. Local partners may choose to meet the 
requirements of the Duty through existing multi-agency structures, such as multi-agency safeguarding arrangements, 
providing the correct set of partners are involved. 
 
Annex F: Table of substantive changes from September 2022 
 
This table explains where we made substantive changes. 
 

Part one Safeguarding information for all staff 

Paragraph 32-35 Updated to reflect child-on-child abuse (rather than peer-on peer-abuse). 
 
This is for consistency of terms as we merge the Sexual violence and sexual 
harassment between children in schools and colleges advice into KCSIE. 

Part two The management of safeguarding 

Paragraph 131 Moving content across from the Sexual violence and sexual harassment 
between children in schools and colleges advice to reflect crucial role of 
preventative education and preventative education in the context of a whole-
school or college approach that prepares pupils and students for life in modern 
Britain. 

Part five Child-on-child sexual violence and sexual harassment 

Throughout the guidance We have incorporated the content from the ‘Sexual violence and sexual 
harassment between children in schools and colleges’ advice into the main 
body of KCSIE. 

Paragraphs 466 Added bullet point and link to London Grid for Learning ‘Undressed’ guidance. 

Paragraph 469 Added paragraph to highlight the importance of ensuring children understand 
the law on child-on-child abuse is there to protect them rather than criminalise 
them. 

Paragraphs 483 Added a bullet point to emphasise the importance of understanding intra 
familial harms and any necessary support for siblings following incidents. 

Paragraphs 493 Paragraph added to emphasise the need for schools and colleges as relevant 
agencies should be part of discussion with statutory safeguarding partners. 

Paragraph 534 Paragraph added to explain that children who have experienced sexual 
violence display a very wide range of responses to their experience. 

Paragraph 558 Added information to raise awareness of patterns identified may also be 
reflective of the wider issues within a local area. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/355m-to-support-young-people-at-risk-of-involvement-in-serious-violence

